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FOREWORD
A strong science and innovation system contributes to Australia’s future prosperity through 
economic growth, social well-being and environmental sustainability. In the modern global 
economy, Australia’s international trade competitiveness depends increasingly on our skills, 
knowledge and innovation. Therefore it is important to know how well Australia’s science and 
innovation system is performing relative to other countries, so that we can regularly review and 
adjust our policies to meet new challenges.

Australian Science and Technology at a Glance 2005 is a handy reference source that presents 
a balanced range of indicators showing the overall structure, trends and performance of the 
Australian science and innovation system. The indicators cover measures such as expenditure 
on research and development, patents, research publications and human resources. They also 
extend to broader issues such as Australia’s performance in technology- and knowledge-intensive 
industries. The indicators are drawn from a range of sources, including the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.

Further statistical information that supplements this pocket-sized reference is available on my 
Department’s website at http://www.dest.gov.au/scienceinnovationanalysis/.

The Hon Dr Brendan Nelson MP 
Minister for Education, Science and Training
November 2005














































































































































































































































































